
Private Charles J. Miller

April 5, 1906
Charles Joseph Miller  
was born in Nashua,  
New Hampshire. 
Charles immigrant parents worked  
in a cotton mill in Nashua. Charles 
was given the surname Miller so  
that he would not suffer with a 
“foreign-sounding” name.  

1917-1924
The Cotton Mill
Charlie continued to draw and paint 
throughout his teenage years while 
working at the Mill. His sister Anna 
remembered that her brother spent all 
his spare time in the attic with art books 
he checked out of the local library; 
there he drew and painted using the 
books as guides. Charlie worked at the 
mill until he was eighteen and could 
enlist in the Army.

1935-1942
Nashua, NH
Miller returned to Nashua after his 
time in the Army. For the next seven 
years Charlie worked as what he 
called “a common laborer”. During 
this period, Miller spent countless 
hours each day teaching himself 
perspective, anatomy, drawing and 
painting techniques, and enhancing 
his powers of observation.  

1945-1987 February 15, 1994

1987

After the War, Nashua, NH
When Miller returned from the war in 1945, he settled back in Nashua, 
working as a custodian for most of the remainder of his life. Wearing a 
flannel shirt and Yankees baseball cap, Charlie was a well-known figure in 
the Railroad Square neighborhood where he lived and worked. Neighbors 
would speak to him as he washed storefront windows, swept sidewalks 
and did odds jobs for nearby businesses.  

For decades, Charlie kept his works stored in brown paper bags in his 
room; the collection rarely seen, even by family members. Fearing that the 
art works might go missing from the boarding house, Charlie gave his art 
to his sister Anna Clemons for safekeeping.

Charles J. Miller died on 
February 15, 1994.
He was eighty-eight, and is 
buried in Holy Cross Cemetery  
in Hudson, NH.

1906-1917
Childhood
Like many kids, Charles (known 
as Charlie), enjoyed drawing with 
pencils and crayons. It was soon 
apparent to his parents that Charlie 
had an inherent talent for art that 
distinguished him from his peers. 
However, the drastic economic 
conditions of the Depression meant 
Charlie was expected to go to work at 
the mill as soon as he was able, and 
he did not receive any art training.

January 1925-1935
Charles’ first tour with  
the U.S. Army 
Miller served his first tour in the  
Army until 1935.

February 1942-October 1945
WWII
When America entered WW II, the thirty-six year old Miller was inducted 
back into the Army. He served primarily in the South Pacific during which 
time he sketched approximately 700 scenes of the everyday life of a 
soldier; exercising, working in the jungles, and preparing for battle. Charlie 
sketched all or most of the scenes on site, completing unfinished works and 
adding or expanding his written comments when back in the barracks. He 
also used a small camera on occasion to capture details and 
perspective. While it appears that the most of the paintings and 
narration were created in “real time” between 1942 and 1945, 
a portion of the drawings and watercolors were completed in 
the years after his return from war. An examination of the works 
also suggests that he may have also added or amended some 
of the written comments after the war. 

WWII Paintings from the South Pacific

Miller’s work is seen for the first time  
by the public at the Currier Art Gallery
In 1987, Anna contacted the Currier Art Gallery in 
Manchester, New Hampshire about her brother’s paintings. 
The Currier exhibited 21 of his works in an exhibit called 
Memories of the South Pacific. Charlie seemed pleased 
that people liked his work, but continued to downplay his 
talent as an “artist”. 


