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Wright Museum Activity Sheet

Grades 4, 5 & 6
The mission of the Wright Museum is to preserve and share the story of America’s involvement during WWII. The museum does this by exhibiting artifacts that illustrate the efforts and sacrifices made by Americans on the front lines and on the home front.
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The goal of this packet is to guide you, the students of the 21st Century, through our collection of artifacts from the event that shaped America and the world in the 20th Century ... World War II.  While you will be asked to locate, learn, and reflect on many specific items, the real reason for your visit and study is to begin to understand how the sacrifices of Americans at home and overseas between the years 1939-1945 have effected the lives of people today and what the continuing impact will be.

Enjoy your trip back in time.  Learn from the past -- appreciate the present -- change the future through what you come to understand.

The Wright Museum is divided into four areas:
Home Front          Time Tunnel       
Visitor Center (Lobby) 
Military
While touring the museum, note where you find each of these items.  Mark VC for the Visitor Center, HF for the Home Front area, TT for the Time Tunnel, and M for the Military area.

The Four Freedoms Posters
_____
Model of PT 109
_____
Pershing Tank
_____
Telephone Booth
_____
Scrap Metal Pile
_____
Piper L-4 Airplane
_____
8th Air Force Map
_____
John Deere Battalion
_____
Rene Gagnon’s Uniform
_____
Ration Books & Coupons
_____
Blackout Curtain
_____
V-Mail
_____
Airplane Spotter Cards
_____
Civilian Defense Corps
_____
Link Trainer
_____
Army-Navy “E” Flag
_____
Model of Bath Iron Works
_____
Model of the USS Missouri
_____
HOME FRONT EXHIBITS

Some of these questions can be answered by reading the text with the exhibits.  Others make you think about what you see and read before giving your own ideas!

1) Why did people have Victory Gardens?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

2) What is V-Mail and why was it better than regular mail?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

3) Name two items from the Victory display.  Why did companies use Victory as a theme?

 __________________________________________________________________________       ___________________________________________________________________________

4) What was the evacuation of Japanese-Americans?  How do you feel about what happened to them?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

5) Where did the Army and Navy get some of their typewriters?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6) Posters show that women were encouraged to join the work force.  Why were they needed?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

7) Explain why no new automobile license plates were issued in 1943. Also, why was the “Victory” Speed Limit 35 mph?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

8) Find 4 items that were rationed during the war.  Why did the government ration them?
_________________   _________________   __________________   __________________

___________________________________________________________________________

9) In the sewing display, what did the slogan “Use it up – wear it out – make it do” mean?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
10) Name 3 community service organizations which people could join; then pick one of them and explain what they did for the war effort.
______________________        ______________________        _______________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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         A. 


                B.                       C.


     


A.__________________________________
B.__________________________________

C.__________________________________

12) List 4 ways that people entertained themselves during the war years.
_________________   _________________   __________________   __________________

13) Name 2 toys that show a war was on.

_________________________________
_____________________________________

14) What 3 ways did the “Schools at War Program” ask students to participate in the war effort?

_______________________     _______________________     _______________________

15)
Name 3 types of material that were collected during Scrap Drives?

_______________________     _______________________     _______________________

TIME TUNNEL (1939, 1941, 1943 & 1945 ROOMS)

These rooms show artifacts & events of a specific year from 1939-45.  All rooms except the 1940 room are complete.  Please gently enjoy our interactive video system in the completed exhibits.

What was the cost of these items in:





1939
1941
1943
1945


A loaf of bread:      _____
_____
_____
_____

A new car: 

_____
_____
_____
_____



A new house:           _____
_____
_____
_____

1) Examine the map of the 1939 N.Y. World’s Fair. Many foreign countries and states of the United States had pavilions displaying their special products. 

Name 4 countries: ________________________________________________________
Name 3 rides in the amusement area: _____________________________________

2)
Why was the date December 7, 1941 important? 

___________________________________________________________

3)
What is the importance of the GI Bill of Rights?


___________________________________________________________

4) In what year were the WAVES, WACS and SEABEES organized?

___________________________________________________________

5)
What does the following stand for:

Blue Star Flag  ______________________ Gold Star Flag  _____________________

6) What type of ship is the USS Missouri and what happened on 

September 2, 1945?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

MILITARY EXHIBITS

World War II was fought in the Pacific Ocean and on the islands there, as well as in Europe against the Axis powers.  Answers to the first 2 questions are in the info posters.
Downstairs:

1) What countries were the main Axis powers? ______________________________

_________________________________
                   ___________________________________

2) Name the 3 major Allied powers and their leaders from 1941-45.

_______________________________, led by  ___________________________________

_______________________________, led by  ___________________________________

_______________________________, led by  ___________________________________

3) The Pershing tank is the only known surviving tank from what battle?  (Hint: if tank not on display you will also hear this information in the introductory movie)
___________________________________________________________________________

4) Find 1 company that still exists today and name something that they made for the war? ______________________________________________

Upstairs

5) What was the 8th Air Force Flak Map used for in the war? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6) Women were also in the service.  What do these initials stand for?

WASP     _________________________________________________________________    

WAVES   _________________________________________________________________ 

WAC     _________________________________________________________________ 

7) What did Marine Rene Gagnon of Manchester, NH help to do on the island of Iwo Jima?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

8) What do the letters POW mean. 
___________________________________________________________________________
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